Meeting Dogs’ Needs < ™
In a Kennel Environment

.
=l
S

@
=

c
i

Tom Candy
Senior Training and Behaviour Advisor




What Are Your Thoughts? -~
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Go to www.menti.com and DogsTrust
use the code 7484 1569
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* Be introduced to the hierarchy of dog needs

« EXxplore the different needs, and what they mean to us

« Look at what we can do to work towards best practice

« Understand the relationship between the various needs of dogs




The Basics - >
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* Food
 Water
« Shelter

Maintenance behaviour
 Elimination
« Sleep
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Is this best practice for
welfare?
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Not only is it important to promote good sleep, but sleep
can also be a good indicator of good welfare @

Lack of sleep has been linked to:

« Poorer ability to cope with stress + Decreased sensitivity to rewards
* Anxiety * Lower frustration tolerance

How much sleep?

« 16 hours
« 60% of night in unrestricted dogs @
80% of the night in barren research facility
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Sleep - How to Promote? -
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Dogs who received more social interactions with people and other dogs
and had more physical exercise spent more time sleeping (6)

* Can be difficult with time

Social sleep with other dogs and people

« Shared housing
« Office time/reading programs

Various bed options

* Locations in kennel

* Size and shape

« Material options

« QOffering option for elevation
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Predictability/familiarity
* Routine
» Consistent staff where possible
« Appropriate social links
 How often do we clean the kennel?

Choice

« Choice where possible
« Respecting body language

Minimum exposure to negative experiences

« Reduced exposure to punishment
« Reduce exposure to triggers
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Taking care to attend emotional needs nurtures the

relationship between owners and dogs and helps prevent
behaviour iISSuUes. (6)
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Emotions Themselves -~
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Part of meeting emotional needs is trying to
mainly activate positive emotions

Broadly we can split emotions into two categories Positive and Negative
emotions

« SEEKING  GRIEF/PANIC
« FEAR

« CARE . RAGE

« PLAY

(frustration)
« LUST
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Bonding with people

« Already discussed consistency of staff initially
 |f uncomfortable around new people may want to work on a specific intro plan?
« Building a bond with new adopters

« Qutside the kennel interactions are brief (average 8mins)

« Most visitors only take out 1 dog A : ¢
« More adoptions occur Iif dog Is taken to small area -y
* Only two behaviours matter (4)
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Bonding with Dogs and Play

Single, Pair or Group living
« Careful introductions
« Good abllity to read body language

One indicator of meeting this need is appropriate play

* Role reversal * Respecting space
« Chased/being chased « Self handicapping
* Mirroring and matching + Both dogs enjoying

« Pauses and breaks, play bow themselves
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Training and Learning Needs S O o
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Should focus on Positive reinforcement

Not only good for meeting needs but also helps rehomability
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Should focus on Positive reinforcement

Not only good for meeting needs but also helps rehomability
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Before and After '):o,’
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How to Teach Loose Lead Walking (LLW) 'Q.!'

To be camied out in conjunclian with S0P — Basic Training for Rehoming: Loose Lead Walking

T DogsTrust
This plan teachas a dog to walk by thair dog with thair handler without pressura on the lead.
As a result, the dog does nol nead to walk to heel, and they can investigata the

environment. Equipment:
- Treats/ loy (reward)
BEFORE YOU BEGIN: - Clicker (if desirad)
—  This fraining needs to be startad in a location wheare the dog is relaxed, with minimal - Flat Collar/Harmess
distractions.

— Your dog should be on a flat collar or non-restrictive harnass.

%{I This training plan has an accompanying video — ‘How to Loosa Lead Walk', which you
may find helpful to watch befora you start training. Youw can find the vidao on the Leaming
Empawrium located in ‘General Bahaviour Resources > Useful Videos > Video - How o — Loose
Lead Walk'. Altarnativaly, scan the QR code to the right to access the video.

STAGE 1 - TEACH YOUR DOG THEY ARE REWARDED FOR BEING BY YOUR

SIDE

Lura yowr dog into posiion by your side, facing forwards

\9

Initial Date

STAGE 2 - TEACH YOUR DOG THEY ARE REWARDED FOR

WALKING ON A LOOSE LEAD

Once your dog is in position, bring your tréat hand slighily up (such that the dog is still interested in
the reward but nof jumping at your hand) and take one step forwards. Mark and reward if the laad
remains loose.

STAGE 2 - TEACH YOUR DOG THEY ARE

.
Initial Date ‘l J.l

REWARDED FOR WALKING ON A LOOSE LEAD

L J
Continue this with @ach stap you take. \E-—A-'
- Itis important to mark and reward the dog when they are in the cormact

souiton DogsTrust

- It can halp ta have your treats on tha sida closest to the dog

Option A: With the dog in front of you Opfion B (offen suifable for larger dogs): With the dog in front of
and facing you, hald a treat under their and facing you, fake a slep back wilth the treal under their nose,
rnose and brang tham in a8 wide semi-circla and twn, 50 they arg now by your side
wntil thay are by yowr side

"""Top Tip! if your dog puls, sfandstil. When they move so that the lead is slack again, confinue wailking. Allematively,
change direclion, call yowr dog's name and say this way' in 8n encouraging vaice ™™

STAGE 3 - EXTEND THE DURATION THAT YOUR DOG WALKS ON A

Initial Date

LOOSE LEAD
Once your dog is in position, bring your treat hand up but, over ime, increase the numbear of steps
until the dog can take four steps by your side betwean traats.
"*Top Tip — although you are building up fo 4 sleps — somelimeas vary how many steps you lake
balween rewards. Someatimes reward afler 1 slep, three sieps el ™™

Tuwrn 1807 80 that you are now
travelling in the same direction as the
dog. and they are by your side

ﬂl ; Or (Facing the dog)

Once you can taka four steps between rewards, fade the lure out.
This may mean having your hand in your pocket, than next to your pockat, than by your side without
a treat in it

S A [ I J
e L]

"**Tap Tip: With Oplion A, you can approach these fwo ways. Either keep both your feel an the foor and bring thém in
& wite semi-circle ar decide which side you wanl the dog and lake a step back with the fool thal's closes! to the dag™™"

STAGE 1 - WHICH METHOD HAVE YOU SELECTED FOR YOUR DOG Initial Date
_Dption A [Option B

Continue to progress the number of steps you are able to take befora reward.

Ewven as we look o extand how far they travel with us, try o vary how many steps you take between
rewards. Sometimes taking on a couple, other times walk further betwean rawards, then reward
after one step alc. Variely helps to keap their interest.

Begin to add in more tums and vary the direction that you travel with tha dog.
"“*Top Tip— a5 we fraval further disfances and add in mareg furms — we may need to offer the dog
more praise in between rewards ™"

Using Option A or Option B (tick boxes above on which method chosen) — Mark and reward when

s e i bur ceae siden Fasines bamusaesede

Gradually introduce distractions into the training emvironmant. If you have been working indoors,
this could initially mean apening the windows to allow scent and noisa in, than working with the
doors opan, than working just outsida. If you hawve been working outdoor, this may maan moving to
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Based around enrichment

« Choice
* Novelty
* Problem solving




Cognitive Needs - ™
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Behaviour modification

« Some dogs have more specific needs in terms of behaviour
modification

* This could be based around problem behaviours such as reactivity or
anxiety issues.

« We are working in an extremely difficult environment
* Need to meet other needs in order to set the dog up for success
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Learning Objectives v. ™
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« Be introduced to the hierarchy of dog needs

« EXxplore the different needs

* Look at what we can do to work towards best practice

« Understand the relationship between the various needs of dogs
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