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What is lobbying?



Tip 1: Politicians are people…and pet 
owners!



Tip 2: You are the expert

• Politicians work on lots of different 

issues so often it will be the first 

time they have heard much 

detail on your issue

• This means you are definitely the 

expert!

• You can offer real-life expertise, 

case studies or data from your 

organisation that they wouldn’t 

be aware of otherwise



Tip 3: Do your research

Think about who to lobby

• Members of national parliament / assembly, senate or regional 

parliament 

• National / regional / local Government departments

• EU policymakers



Tip 3: Do your research

…and scope for relevant interests. E.g. for Members of Parliament:

• Research key members of political parties

• Check Parliament website for 

• Membership of relevant committee(s)

• Involvement in relevant debates

• Follow on social media

• Check who represents relevant constituencies

• Look out for personal interests (e.g. MPs with pets)



Tip 4: Keep an eye on key political 
developments

Timing is important!

• Big political issues can dominate parliamentary agendas or even mean 

that you can’t lobby at certain times. For example, if an election is 

called. Other issues in recent times include Brexit, the COVID pandemic, 

the war in Ukraine and the cost-of-living crisis.

• Also important to e.g. monitor parliamentary questions, check for 

proposals for new legislation and monitor parliament committee 

activities to make sure you don’t miss opportunities.



Tip 5: Take a collaborative approach

• Joining or forming an alliance with 

likeminded organisations to jointly 

campaign or meet with 

policymakers

• For example, the EU Dog & Cat 

Alliance is a network of over 90 dog 

and cat organisations coming 

together to lobby in the EU

• Politicians are more likely to take 

action if the same ‘ask’ is coming 

from more than one organisation



Tip 6: When communicating with 
politicians get key points in quickly

• Politicians are busy people and 

often split their time between their 

constituency/region and the 

relevant Parliament. They also work 

on many issues.

• When meeting with politicians, you 

may only get 30 mins to get your 

messages across so make the most 

of that time.

• Emails or briefings should be short 

and clear, with any asks clearly 

highlighted.



Tip 7: Plan multiple activities to keep 
up the pressure

• Meetings with individual policymakers (Government, Parliament, etc.) 

• Do you have a rehoming centre? Invite your constituency’s MP to visit!

• Campaigns targeting policymakers (e.g. on Twitter, via post or email)

• Asking politicians to sign an open letter to Government

• Holding an event (in-person or virtual) to engage with multiple politicians 



Tip 8: it doesn’t have to be expensive

• Virtual meetings are here to stay! Many 

politicians are happy to meet online and you 

can also hold virtual events.

• Most politicians are on social media and this can 

be a useful and cost effective way to engage 

with them.

• In the current climate, it is actually beneficial not 

to run expensive lobbying campaigns.



Tip 9: you can be creative – lobbying 
can be fun!



Tip 10: ALWAYS TAKE A PHOTO!

• Take a photo for them to share in a press release or on social media

• Elected politicians like to be able to show what they are doing in their 

constituency or region, or what they are doing for good causes.



Case study: Dogs Trust Puppy 
Smuggling Taskforce



Campaign launch



Social media



Virtual events



Success of Puppy Smuggling Taskforce

• We continue to engage Taskforce members via regular virtual 

newsletters

• Over 80 MPs now members of the Taskforce

• Around 80 Parliamentary Questions tabled by Taskforce MPs, as well as 

blogs, social media videos etc.



Impact - legislation



Thank you


